
Art is a universal language: It allows students to create, express and 
communicate their ideas. Visual art education encourages children to 
observe, analyze and appreciate the world around them.  It helps them to 
develop critical thinking skills and dares them to push the boundaries of 
their understanding to find new approaches to situations. Our K-5 Art 
teachers, Mrs.Hohmann and Ms. Giblin, encourage all students to explore 
and visually represent their own ideas and beliefs.

Art education is provided four days a week at both elementary schools.  
Mrs. Hohmann teaches at Lincoln School every day except for Thursdays, 
when she is teaching art at Lenox School.   Ms. Giblin teaches art at 
Lenox School Monday through Wednesday. Lenox Elementary School does 
not have art instruction on Fridays, and Lincoln Elementary School does 
not have art instruction on Thursdays.

Art lessons are taught to all kindergarten through fifth grade classes once 
a week. The art program is inclusive – all students participate. There are 
many types of students that are recognized to have a wide range of skills, 
abilities and learning styles in each class. Mrs. Hohmann and Ms. Giblin 
meet the needs of all their students. They provide an education that 
supports all IEPs and 504 plans and they implement appropriate 
modifications for the students. The instructors not only support students 
in areas where needed, as they also challenge all students to exceed 
expectations.

The skills and techniques taught in the early grades are developed as the 
student matures. Children are encouraged to create, read, write, discuss 
and learn about art in a supportive, non-threatening environment. 
Creative thinking, self-expression, independent problem solving and 
collaborative learning are emphasized in each lesson. Lessons are 
interdisciplinary; weaving reading, writing, mathematics, science, history 
and world cultures into the art curriculum. Mrs. Hohmann and Ms. Giblin 
also collaborate with classroom teachers to expand on ideas and topics 
explored in the classroom. 

The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards are used to plan daily 
instruction and to meet the educational goals of each lesson. Students 
are exposed to a variety of art techniques and use a variety of media to 
explore experiment, and ultimately create art. Visual Art activities include 
but are not limited to, drawing, painting, collage making, lettering, 
printmaking, fiber art, and sculpture.



The artistically talented program provides additional instruction to those 
students who benefit from additional rigor in the visual arts. Students in 
the fourth and fifth grades, who are selected, meet for one additional art 
class every week. 

All students in both Lenox and Lincoln Schools are issued an art portfolio 
in kindergarten. These portfolios are used throughout the students’ six 
years of education at Lenox and Lincoln to store, organize and chronicle 
their artistic development. It is also one of the assessment tools used for 
evaluating student progress. The portfolio serves as a summative 
assessment for both teacher review and teacher-student critiques before 
annual art exhibits.  Discussions with the students include areas of 
growth and areas to improve upon the next year. All is documented by 
the instructor and used as a summative record. Through this process, 
Mrs. Hohmann and Ms. Giblin are able to monitor the students that are 
consistently meeting or not meeting expectations. The student and the 
art specialist select work from the student portfolio to be displayed in the 
annual art exhibit.

Student artwork is continuously featured during the year in many 
locations throughout both schools, as well as in the community. Artwork 
is displayed on bulletin boards in hallways, in offices and in showcases. 
Students’ work is also displayed in the Pompton Lakes Board of Education 
Office as well as outside galleries.  This year some of the students’ work 
was shown in the Montclair Art Museum.

The biggest recognition of the art program is the annual Art Exhibit. Each 
student has a banner, which displays a self-portrait booklet and two 
other pieces selected by the artist and teacher.  This year’s Art Exhibit is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 30th from 3:05 PM to 8:00 PM.  

Collaborative projects as well as sculptures are featured in both schools. 
These events are made possible with the cooperation and assistance of 
the PTA Art Show committees. This dedicated and hard working group of 
parents, help to assemble and hang every student art panel throughout 
the school. Approximately 2,000 pieces of art are displayed annually 
throughout each school.   

Mrs. Hohmann and Ms. Giblin will continue to work collaboratively to 
build a strong art program at the elementary level. They make every 
effort to meet the needs of the student population and by planning, 
collaborating and sharing successful, student-oriented lessons. 



Both art specialists endeavor to make all of their students more 
empathetic and appreciative of each other and the world we live in.  This 
goal will instill in their students an appreciation for learning and creating, 
they will enjoy for a lifetime.

We wish to thank the Board of Education for their continuing support of 
the art program at the elementary level.

“Every child is an artist.  The problem is how to remain an artist once 
he grows up”

Pablo Picasso


